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318 THE MONIST. 

Since Prof. Max MUller's theories of mythological interpretation are well 
known, we quote as an offset, the following clear statement by Mr. Lang of the an- 
thropological method. 

"Our system is but one aspect of the theory of evolution, or is but the appli- 
" cation of that theory to the topic of mythology. The archaeologist studies human 
"life in its material remains; he tracks progress (and occasional degeneration) 
"from the rudely chipped flints in the ancient gravel beds, to the polished stone 
"weapon, and thence to the ages of bronze and iron. He is guided by material 
" 'survivals' — ancient arms, implements, and ornaments. The student of Institu- 
' ' tions has a similar method. He finds his relics of the uncivilised past in agricul- 
tural usages, in archaic methods of allotment of land, in old marriage customs, 
' ' things rudimentary — fossil relics, as it were, of an early social and political con- 
dition. The archaeologist and the student of Institutions compare these relics, 
" material or customary, with the weapons, pottery, implements, or again with the 
1 ' habitual law and usage of existing savage or barbaric races, and demonstrate that 
"our weapons and tools, and our laws and manners, have been slowly evolved out 
"of lower conditions, even out of savage conditions. 

' ' The anthropological method in mythology is the same. In civilised religion 
"and myth we find rudimentary survivals, fossils of rite and creed, ideas absolutely 
"incongruous with the environing morality, philosophy, and science of Greece and 
' ' India. Parallels to these things, so out of keeping with civilisation, we recognise 
" in the creeds and rites of the lower races, even of cannibals ; but there the creeds 
' ' and rites are not incongruous with their environment of knowledge and culture. 
' ' There they are as natural acd inevitable as the flint-headed spear or marriage by 
"capture. We argue, therefore, that religions and mythical faiths and rituals 
"which, among Greeks and Indians, are inexplicably incongruous have lived on 
"from an age in which they were natural and inevitable, an age of savagery." 

T. J. McC. 

Die Mbchanik in ihrer Entwickelung. Historisch-kritisch dargestellt. Von Dr. 
Ernst Mach, Professor an der Universitat zu Wien. Mit 250 Abbildungen. 
Dritte verbesserte und vermehrte Auflage. Leipsic : F. A. Brockhaus. 1897. 
Pages, 505. 

It is a pleasure to record the appearance of the third edition of Professor 
Mach's Mechanik, which, more than any other book of recent years perhaps, 
has aroused the interest of thinking people in the foundations of mechanics and in 
the philosophy of science generally. The long succession of works which have fol- 
lowed its publication have borne witness to the fruitfulness and the necessity of re- 
searches in the theory and history of science as bearing upon the fundamental 
questions of philosophy, and there is no indication of this activity being on the de- 
crease. We have recently received from Dr. Giovanni Vailati a pamphlet On the 
Importance of Researches in the History of Science (Turin, Roux Frassati e Co.), 
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forming the introduction to a course of lectures on the history of mechanics at the 
University of Turin, which portrays in detail the rise of these inquiries and cor- 
rectly emphasises their importance. It is interesting to note the large number of 
courses which are now given in the universities of Europe on scientific history ; and 
the reaction of these studies upon our views as to the nature of science and upon 
the less rigid presentment of its ideas, cannot but be a speedy and beneficent one. 
The present edition of Math's Mechanik has been carefully revised through- 
out, many errors have been eliminated, the matter which appeared in the second 
edition as appendices has been incorporated in the text, while several new addi- 
tions, discussing recent views, such as those of Hertz, have been made. The book 
has been increased in this way by a total of thirteen pages. As its points of view 
are already familiar to our readers, we leave it with the hope that its good and 
enlightening influence may continue to reach wider and wider circles. 

I Diseredati E I Loro Diritti. By Pietro Pellegrini. Borgo A Mossano : Tipo- 
grafia Editrice, N. Vannini. 1897. Pages, 205. Price, 3 Lire. 
This book on The Disinherited and their Rights is another contribution to 
the ever-present social question. The aim of the author is to set in proper relief the 
importance of the material element in social evolution, an element which he thinks 
has been unduly exaggerated. Evidently in Italy the influence of the materialistic 
conception of history is far greater than it is in America. The author modestly 
disclaims any attempt to put his treatise in a scientific form. He intends to show, 
he says, how the necessary and evident evolution of capitalism is about to take a 
juster form by creating a new juridical and social order upon the physical order 
now existing. Among the subjects treated in the various chapters are the develop- 
ment of society from the bourgeois to the proletariate, the physical industrial or- 
ganism, the personality of industrial organs, and several strictly economic subjects, 
such as wages and interest, the limits of capital, the evolution of capital, etc. The 
concluding chapters are on socialism, the new era, and peace. I. W. H. 

Kant-Studien. Von Dr. Erich Adickes. Kiel and Leipsic : Verlag von Lipsius 
& Tischer. 1895. Price, 4 marks. 
Adickes's Kant-Studien contains two treatises. The first treatise elucidates the 
development of Kant's epistemological views from the traditional philosophy of his 
time, which was Leibnitz's rationalism systematised by Wolf and modified by the 
empirical considerations of Crusius. The most important treatise that bears on this 
question is Kant's Nova Diluvidatio of 1755, his habilitation speech, which upon 
the whole still represents the old standpoint. A marked progress appears in 
Kant's writings of the years 1762-63, and his book "The Dreams of a Visionary" 
( Traume eines Ceistersehers), show a radical change of front. He is now an em- 
piricist in his writings until he became, through Hume, confronted with the prob- 
lem of necessity and universality. This took place, according to Beno Erdmann 



